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into force on the first day of the century.   But what
caused the greatest perturbation was the fact that Pitt
was being prevented by the King from fulfilling one of
the promises by means of which he had persuaded the
Irish Parliament to consent to its own extinction. He
had promised Ireland a generous measure of Catholic
Emancipation.  George III. had allowed him to make
the promise; but when Pitt approached him respecting
the terms of its fulfilment, he was informed that the
King's coronation oath to defend the Protestant estab-
lishment would not permit him to open die doors of
Parliament and office to Papists. Pitt, feeling that his
honour was involved, placed his resignation in the
King's hands (March 14, 1801).   Other causes, also,
conduced  to  tie  same  end.    He  had  been  Prime
Minister since December, 1783; he was weary, out of
health, prematurely old, though but little over forty
years of age.  Above all, he realised that the country
needed peace, if it could be procured; and he felt that
he, after all he had said and done against the French in
general and Bonaparte in particular, was not the man to
seek or obtain it. Hence he resigned with relief, advis-
ing the King to send for his friend, Henry Addington.
Henry Addington, later Lord Sidmouth, was a for-
tunate rather than an eminent man.  His father gave
him his start in life; his friends kept him in upward
motion.  " He was remarkable," said one who knew
him well, " only for not being remarkable."  He had,
however, a distinct faculty for friendship.   He was
amiable, companionable, popular, until he was spoiled
by being made Prime Minister.  From that unhappy
date he developed a conceit and a sense of importance
that overshadowed his more attractive qualities.   He
was mediocre in intelligence, lacking in energy and in-
itiative, incapable of formulating a policy, unfitted to
grasp and give effect toe the policy of others, a mere re-
actionary.  The intensity of his Toryism commended
him to the King: like George III., he was equally op-